
FREE IN CHRIST – WHAT DOES THAT MEAN RIGHT NOW?
Turn in your bibles to Matthew 5.


Good morning. We will be going on a bit of a journey today. Some of this will be familiar to many of you, but I feel we need to hear it again, especially as we move into this next section of the Sermon on the Mount. I believe this should be our foundational understanding of our purpose here on earth until Jesus returns. 

Most of us are familiar with the basics of the Gospel and all that that means. But, in my experience there still tends to be a dis-connect between the theology and the application or at least between the theology and the fruit. What I mean is that we know that we are free in Jesus and we know that we are also His bondservants because we have been bought with a price. However, we still tend to struggle with what that means and how it is supposed to happen. Where is the line between the empowerment of the Holy Spirit and our own volition? How do we avoid getting ahead of God or dragging behind God? Those are valid questions. But before we can deal with those things, I believe we need to realize something else. 

There has been a tendency for people to teach or hear something of a works-based type of Gospel even among evangelicals. They hear the “Roman Road” to salvation which consists of, “you need Jesus, He died for you, accept Him and you won’t go to Hell – then, as we are in this horrible world, be a moral person as we wait for Jesus to come back for us.” 

I believe this has been grossly over-simplified and has created a stagnant church -world that has missed much of what Jesus and even the Apostle Paul were saying. I believe this misunderstanding of the Gospel, or should I say, the Gospel of the kingdom, has put the church in sort of a holding pattern. In our self-centered, individualistic modern, western culture, we have come to see salvation as ONLY a personal thing. And it is in this mistaken sense that we have become lethargic. It’s not easy to continue along a rough assignment when we think we are on the road alone. But we aren’t alone. And we shouldn’t see our lives or our salvation as such. We are on a team – God’s team. 

God’s plan was to create earth and for mankind, His imagers to populate the planet so that He would have a family on earth as in Heaven. That failed in Genesis 3, but there was a cryptic mention of a deliverer who would fix this. The enemy didn’t know who that deliverer was. Would it be Abel? Well, he was killed. Then we had a demonic invasion of sorts in Genesis 6 that wanted to destroy the lineage from Adam to the deliverer. This “invasion” brought violence and self-centeredness on the land. Therefore,  God flooded the planet and started over with Noah. But the majority of the people rebelled and didn’t want to spread out over the planet, so God changed their languages at Babel and forced them to scatter. Deuteronomy 32 and Psalm 82 show that God gave these nations over to the sons of God. He then chose Abraham and gave him a tiny portion of ground from which the nation of Israel was to be a nation of imagers, but instead of reaching out to the other nations they circled their wagons and became insular, at best. 

 Before they could leave Egypt, Pharaoh began killing babies. This was yet another attempt to kill the coming deliverer – Moses. Once Israel left Egypt, they still had to fight another wave of giants who were there to keep them out of the Promised Land.  Here was yet another attempt to thwart the plan of God. Israel continued on down the path of idolatry and self-centeredness. This led to exile. Then, as we get to the NT, there is another attempt to keep the deliverer from coming as the babies in Bethlehem were killed, but Jesus escaped. 

Shortly after Jesus’ baptism in Mt. 4:8 – 11, Satan tempts Jesus with all the kingdoms of the world. Remember the word “kingdom.” Jesus rebuffed the temptation and went about His business, never arguing the point that at that time, the world had been given to Satan and his minions. But now Satan knows, or believes he knows who the deliverer is. 

In Mt. 5:3 Jesus began teaching what we call the beatitudes. 

Matt. 5:1   Seeing the crowds, ohe went up on the mountain, and when he psat down, his disciples came to him.

Matt. 5:2   And qhe opened his mouth and taught them, saying:

Matt. 5:3   r“Blessed are sthe poor in spirit, for utheirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Matt. 5:4   “Blessed are vthose who mourn, for they shall be comforted.

Matt. 5:5   “Blessed are the wmeek, for they wshall inherit the earth.

Matt. 5:6   “Blessed are those who hunger and xthirst yfor righteousness, for they shall be satisfied.

Matt. 5:7   “Blessed are zthe merciful, for they shall receive mercy.

Matt. 5:8   “Blessed are athe pure in heart, for bthey shall see God.

Matt. 5:9   “Blessed are cthe peacemakers, for dthey shall be called esons1 of God.

Matt. 5:10   f“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for utheirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Matt. 5:11   g“Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely hon my account. 12 iRejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for jso they persecuted the prophets who were before you.

Matt. 5:13   “You are the salt of the earth, kbut if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything except to be thrown out and trampled under people’s feet.

Matt. 5:14   l“You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 mNor do people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, so nthat2 they may see your good works and ogive glory to your Father who is in heaven.

· Blessed as we read it in English – a quid pro quo. Reads as, “You will be blessed if you achieve meekness of spirit, purity of heart, etc. etc. 
· Blessed = happy or joyful – “living the good life; flourishing. Now substitute that for blessed and see how it reads. 
· Jesus speaks again and again of the kingdom.

In Matthew 12:22 - 30 Jesus performs an exorcism and then makes this statement.

Matt. 12:22   wThen a demon-oppressed man who was blind and mute was brought to him, and he healed him, so that the man spoke and saw. 23 xAnd all the people were amazed, and said, x“Can this be the Son of David?” 24 But when the Pharisees heard it, they said, y“It is only by Beelzebul, the prince of demons, that this man casts out demons.” 25 zKnowing their thoughts, ahe said to them, “Every kingdom divided against itself is laid waste, and no city or house divided against itself will stand. 26 And if Satan casts out Satan, he is divided against himself. How then will his kingdom stand? 27 And if I cast out demons by Beelzebul, bby whom do cyour sons cast them out? Therefore they will be your judges. 28 But if it is dby the Spirit of God that I cast out demons, then ethe kingdom of God has come upon you. 29 Or fhow can someone enter a strong man’s house and plunder his goods, unless he first binds the strong man? Then indeed ghe may plunder his house. 30 hWhoever is not with me is against me, and whoever does not gather with me scatters.

· Exorcism is one of the motifs of Jesus’ ministry. 
· Verse 28: Surely the kingdom has come upon you. Elsewhere in Matthew He speaks of the kingdom being near.
· The strongman; Satan has been put on notice. This is an eschatological dualism. Jesus was announcing, in a not so cryptic way that there was a new sheriff in town. The establishment of the kingdom would mean the end of the malevolent powers that had ruled the world since the tower of Babel. 

For most of His ministry Jesus kept His identity as the Son of Man on the down-low, but at Caesarea Phillipi, in the shadow of Mount Hermon (mount of transfiguration) He owns the title and tells his disciples that He MUST go to Jerusalem to die. I believe He is bating Satan into taking an active part in killing him. Later in the NT we are told that if the powers of darkness had known the plan of God, they wouldn’t have had Him crucified, but He had to die. They didn’t know He would rise on the third day. Satan was constantly chasing the deliverer in order to kill Him. Jesus made sure they would fall into this trap. 

Remember the word, “kingdom.” 

· Matthew 24 and the parousia.
· In Mt. 24:30 (not trying to change anyone’s eschatology here) Jesus quotes Daniel 7:13 and 14. In that passage the coming is that of one like the Son of Man, but He isn’t coming to earth, He is ascending the throne inhabited by the Father. 

1 Corinthians 15: 24 – 28
24 Then comes the end, when he delivers the kingdom to God the Father after destroying every rule and every authority and power. 25 For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. 26 The last enemy to be destroyed is death. 27 For “God has put all things in subjection under his feet.” But when it says, “all things are put in subjection,” it is plain that he is excepted who put all things in subjection under him. 28 When all things are subjected to him, then the Son himself will also be subjected to him who put all things in subjection under him, that God may be all in all.

It is clear that Jesus will deliver the kingdom that was inaugurated at His resurrection to the Father. Remember the word, kingdom, and that we are already in it. 

· Mt. 28:16 - 20
· Matt. 28:16   Now the eleven disciples fwent to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them. 17 And when they saw him they gworshiped him, but some doubted. 18 And Jesus came and said to them, h“All authority iin heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 jGo therefore and kmake disciples of lall nations, jbaptizing them min2 nthe name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them oto observe all that pI have commanded you. And behold, qI am with you always, to rthe end of the age.”

· Jesus is on that throne now and will be until He comes back and sets everything aright. 
So, what is the point to all this? What does this have to do with us being free in Jesus? Well, I’m afraid that some things get misheard and even misrepresented.  

Many of us come to Christ, get the “fire insurance” and then we struggle to become what we read in the Sermon on the Mount. We think, oh well, I guess I will just have to tough it out until Jesus comes back. But that is not the case at all! 

The kingdom has been initiated. It began in its initial form when Jesus ascended the throne. He conquered death and took the power away from Satan and his minions at that time. He came into “the strong man’s house and bound him along with all the others in league with him. And that is how the believer is free!

1 Peter 2: 1-10
1Pet. 2:1   jSo put away all malice and all deceit and hypocrisy and envy and all slander. 2 kLike newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual lmilk, that by it you may grow up into salvation— 3 if indeed you have mtasted that the Lord is good.

1Pet. 2:4   As you come to him, a living stone nrejected by men but in the sight of God chosen and precious, 5 oyou yourselves like living stones are being built up as pa spiritual house, to be qa holy priesthood, rto offer spiritual sacrifices sacceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6 For it stands in Scripture:
	 t“Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone,
		a cornerstone chosen and precious,
	 uand whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.”

1Pet. 2:7   So the honor is for you who vbelieve, but for those who vdo not believe,
	 w“The stone that the builders rejected
		has become the cornerstone,”1

1Pet. 2:8   and
	 x“A stone of stumbling,
		and a rock of offense.” 

 They stumble because they disobey the word, yas they were destined to do.

1Pet. 2:9   But you are za chosen race, aa royal bpriesthood, ca holy nation, da people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you eout of darkness into fhis marvelous light. 10 gOnce you were not a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.

The kingdom has begun, and we are a priesthood. We are the imagers that Adam and eve were supposed to be! We are what Israel was supposed to be! We have a vocation and the powers that prevent that have been bound by the death and resurrection of Jesus! Satan thought he had won! Have you ever seen a fight where one guy knocks another guy down and the one left standing thinks he has won? That is what happened in Jerusalem 2k years ago! But have you seen the same sort of fight when the guy that was knocked down got up and just looked like the first lick made him mad? That’s what happened when Jesus rose from the grave! 

We, as Protestants, speak of the priesthood of the believer, but the reformers, especially Luther, didn’t speak of it that way. He spoke of it as the priesthood of ALL BELIEVERS. In the OT, Israel was to be a nation of priests. There was no idea of an isolated seeker of truth, but an entire sacred congregation! 

We are free, ladies and gentlemen and we have been freed not so that we can just mark time in our struggles until Jesus comes back. We have a vocation – a calling. We are to be the very image of God on this planet until Jesus comes back to set up the final stage of His kingdom and turn things back over to the Father. 

We have been freed. Satan has no hold over the believer. You have a purpose and a calling. You are sitting among fellow priests. This is an army here today, ladies and gentlemen! You are free – free indeed! Free from the evil powers that want to ensnare us and prevent us from accomplishing our mission, the Great Commission – to go and make disciples! If we are ensnared by some besetting sin, it isn’t because the enemy has taken control on his own – it is because we have given him the authority to do so. It is because we have chosen to eat from the wrong tree. If, as we look at our surrounding world, nation and culture, it seems that the enemy is winning, then it is because we, as the church, have not been on the offensive, but rather have become comfortable in our comfort. 

(When Japan bombed Pearl Harbor, they feared that they woke a sleeping giant.) 

We are on the winning team, but we have been lulled into lethargy. We have                   forgotten our mission, and we have allowed the enemy to retake ground that was once in the possession of the kingdom. So, let’s wake from this sleep and move forward with the purpose for which we were created – to be imagers of God, retaking the sacred space that was given to the enemy all those years ago.       
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